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Maximizing True Potential

A

t Sturgis Public Schools, we strive to maximize every student’s

true potential. We are blessed to have a team of over 300
outstanding educators and support staff focused on bringing that

aspiration to life.
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Thanks to the efforts of our Sturgis Public Schools team,
we are able to provide rigorous learning environments that are
student focused, strategically collaborative, and creatively
taught. Additionally, at Sturgis Public Schools we work hard to
grow lifelong learners and to remove barriers that prevent our
kids from achieving success.
This summer we enhanced the learning environment for
Eastwood students through the installation of flexible furniture
in all of the classrooms. The new furniture allows variety,
movement, and choice. Stools and chairs wiggle and wobble in
different ways to help increase the engagement of their users.
All the desks and tables have adjustable heights. Casters and
felts make them easy to move around the classroom. Everything is designed to offer quick transitions between full group
instruction, small group collaboration, and individual work. We
are so excited about the learning enhancement opportunities
offered by this furniture that we intend to install it throughout
the District in the next three to five years.
Although it’s just furniture, it is representative of one of
the many ways that Sturgis Public Schools empowers teachers
with tools that strengthen coaching opportunities, spark active
learning, and support differentiation throughout the classroom.
Sturgis Public Schools is a team devoted to giving our students an extra “edge” to make them successful and secure in
their future lives.

Summer Academic Camp staff members Julia Alwine, Kim
Hamlin, Ann Waltke, and Lilliana Luna Lilly enjoy an ice-cream
sundae break.

Mission Statement
Sturgis Public Schools provides rigorous learning
environments that are student focused, strategically
collaborative, and taught through a variety of experiences
and opportunities. We remove barriers that prevent
success and cultivate lifelong learners.

Board of Education*
Scott Boland..................................President
Emily Halling............................Vice President
Gwen Donmyer..............................Secretary
Kerri Millett...................................Treasurer
Lynn Brand......................................Trustee
Betsie Drumm..................................Trustee
Ben Myers.......................................Trustee
* The public is welcome to attend the monthly study sessions and
regular meetings of the Board of Education. The Board meets at 5:30
p.m. for the study sessions at the Sturgis Central Commons Board
Room on the second Monday of each month. On the third Monday of the
month the regular meeting is held at 5:30 p.m. in different schools in the
District. Please see the schedule of the meetings posted on the Sturgis
web page at www.sturgisps.org. under the Board of Education menu
listing.

SPS Mobile App
Sturgis Public Schools has a mobile app that allows you to view
school calendars, peruse local news,
find athletic schedules, preview lunch
menus, and make online payments.
The Sturgis Public Schools App can be
downloaded from the Google Play
Store or the App Store.

Cover: (L-R) Academic Summer Camp students, alongside
volunteer Lilliana Luna Lilly, enjoyed a Friday Trip to the Doyle
Center.
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News
Before/After School Care

Eastwood School will host safe, convenient, and affordable
before-and after-school care for children in Kindergarten through
5th grade. The program is run by Boys & Girls Clubs of Greater
Southwest Michigan. All of the staff are trained to provide safe,
inclusive places where kids can build confidence,
explore interests, and enhance skills.
The Boys & Girls Clubs before-and afterschool care curriculum includes an education
program designed to prepare youth to be
competitive graduates. A leadership and
character development program
empowers youth to become good
citizens. A healthy lifestyle
Miah Cates
program encourages positive
behaviors and stress management.
To participate in the program there is a one-time membership
fee of $5 per student for the entire school year. Shuttle service will
be provided to and from Congress, Wall, and Wenzel Schools.

Jonathan Velasco Huetra does some computer work at Summer Academic Camp at Wall Elementary.

SPS Improvement Projects
Sturgis Public Schools is committed to providing safe,
comfortable, and engaging learning environments for our students. Summer gives us a unique opportunity to maintain and
improve our school grounds, buildings, and equipment.
Here is a list of our 2022 Summer projects:
 Built a new, inclusive playground at Eastwood Elementary
 Painted and installed new flooring and interactive
whiteboards in classrooms at Eastwood Elementary.
 Updated furniture and desks with flexible furnishings at
Eastwood Elementary.
 Upgraded heating, cooling, and ventilation services
throughout the District.

Substitute Teachers
EDUStaff is an educational staffing company that specializes
in training and providing quality substitute teachers, paraprofessionals, and other employee types for Sturgis Public Schools.
Substitute teaching offers flexible scheduling, the opportunity to
work in your child or grandchild’s school, and potential hiring
opportunities. To become a substitute teacher in Michigan,
applicants must be fingerprinted and pass a criminal background
check and have one of the following qualifications:
 Current Michigan Teaching Certificate
 Expired Michigan Teaching Certificate
 60+ credit hours from an accredited community college or
university with no less than a 2.0 GPA
 Valid Out-of-State Teaching Certificate accompanied by
an official transcript
To apply, or to find out more information about becoming a
substitute teacher, log on to www.EDUStaff.org or call 877-974-6338.

Upcoming 2022-23 projects:
 Replace and upgrade all exterior signs at Augspurger
Courts, Sturgis Bus Garage, Jerolene School, Sturgis
Central Commons, Sturgis Community Pools, Sturgis
Middle School, and Wall Elementary
 Remove eight asphalt tennis courts at Sturgis Middle
School and replace with six concrete tennis courts.
 Install new, interactive whiteboards at Sturgis Middle
School and Sturgis High School.
 Build a new director’s tower on the Sturgis High School
Marching Band Practice Field.
 Continue heating, cooling, and ventilation upgrades
throughout the District.

School Open Houses
Congress

Wednesday, August 17th

4-6 p.m.

Wall

Wednesday, August 17th

4-6 p.m.

Wenzel

Wednesday, August 17th

4-6 p.m.

Eastwood

Thursday, August 18th

4-6 p.m.

Middle School

Thursday, August 18th

5-7 p.m.

High School

Wednesday, August 17th

5-7 p.m.

ECSE & GSRP

TBA

New flexible furniture placed in all of the Eastwood classrooms.

3

School
Academic Summer Camp

Approximately 285 students participated in Sturgis Public
School’s kindergarten through eighth grade Academic Summer
Camp. The camp was designed to help students sustain skills
they learned throughout
the year (reading, writing,
math), as well as to expose
them to experiences and
activities they don't
typically have.
SPS staff member Julia
Alwine has fun with
Vanessa Gomez-Bucio.

Miles Prom participates in Transportation Day at Sturgis Public
Schools Academic Summer Camp. as Sturgis Department of
Safety employee Tyler Webb looks on.

Eastwood School Playground

Food Service News

Eastwood Elementary received a massive upgrade this
summer with a new, inclusive playground. The playground is
designed to welcome kids and families of all abilities so that they
can learn, play, and grow together.

Free School Meals for All Students:
Breakfast AND lunch are FREE for ALL PreK-12
students.

Dietary Concerns or Allergies:
Accommodations are made for students with dietary
and/or allergy concerns. Please fill out a form at their
school to request them. Forms must be updated each year.

Questions About Food Service
Call (269) 659-1546 or email dcline@sturgisps.org.

Top: Angel Castillo Cortez shares a smile with Academic Camp staff member Madison Pueschel. Bottom: Brooke Bodi and her
kindergarten students eagerly await the 4th of July parade at Academic Summer Camp.

4

News
EDGE Replaces eCademy

New Sturgis Staff

An enhanced version of Alternative Education is now offered
at Sturgis High School through the Education for a Greater
Experience (EDGE) program. EDGE replaces eCademy and will be
taught and mentored by two certified teachers in a newlyrenovated classroom at Sturgis High School. A secretary dedicated to supporting the EDGE students’ needs will round-out the
EDGE staff.

Sturgis High School

Brandon Anderson* - Math & Science
Sarah Arreola - ELA (former Assistant Principal)
Lisa Burkey - Math/EDGE (former Math Teacher)
Ana Cotton - ESL
Audrey Green - Assistant Principal (Former Math Teacher)
Pat Hagadorn - ELA/EDGE
Heather Hinman - AP Secretary
Lisa Huff - Secretary/EDGE (Former EA)
Rachel Huff - Special Education (Former Media EA)
Robin Kubasiak - Math
Linda Phillips - Sturgis Success Coordinator
Cean Rench - Special Education (former Math Teacher)
Amy Roose - Special Education (Eastwood Transfer)
Lisa Schumacher - Guidance Secretary (SCC Transfer)
John Severance - Math/Science
Sue Sleeper - ELA /EDGE

Catalina Garcia and Jaeline Delgado Alcacio.

Early Middle College

Sturgis Middle School

If tuition-free college sounds good, Sturgis High School’s
Early Middle College (EMC) program might be for you. EMC allows
students to earn their high school diploma and their Glen Oaks
Community College associates degree concurrently and
in half the time. For more information about Early
Middle College, contact the high school guidance
office at (269) 659-1520, or call Anita Lopez-Schlabach
at Glen Oaks Community College at (269) 294-4234.

Joseph Gonzalez - Science
Jessica Haller* - ELA
Jill Kuhl - Social Worker (Former Behavioral Interventionist)
Julie Meyer - Media EA
Anna Northam* - Math
Justin Pazdera - Social Studies
Megan Watkins - English

Eastwood

Maria Alfaro - ESL EA (Former SHS ESL EA)
Jackeline Garcia* - 4th Grade
Maria Lambert - ESL (Former 4th Grade)
Dawn Rooyakkers - Special Education (Former Congress EA)
Theresa Solis - Special Education EA (Former Wall EA)
Seth Story - Assistant Principal

Student Health Clinics
The physical and mental well-being of your children is just as
important as their educational needs. Sturgis Public Schools
created two entities to offer the following clinic opportunities to
your families:
The Ascension Michigan Eastwood School-Based Health
Center is staffed by an Ascension educational nurse and a social
worker. Ascension’s mission is to
provide comprehensive health care
and education for students while
promoting the healthy future of our community. Ascension
addresses the developmental, physical, and emotional needs of
our children.
Gesundheit-Student Help and Healing Center serves all St.
Joseph County students ages 4-21 years old. In addition to medical
staff, the clinic also has a health insurance navigator to assist
families with coordinating their personal health insurance and/or
Medicaid with the school-linked clinic. The navigator can also
help families complete Marketplace enrollment applications.
Gesundheit-Student Help and Healing
Center is located in the Sturgis Medical
Commons II building on East Chicago Road. It
is open Monday - Friday from 7:30 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Congress School

Kaylee Boyle* - Kindergarten
Dave Smith - Behavioral Interventionist

Wall School

Cassidy Haas* - Special Education (Former 1st Grade)
Kelli Lamb* - ESL (Former Kindergarten)
Courtney O’Brien* - 1st Grade

District

Kate Bower - Food Service Secretary
Darlene Cline - Director of Food Service (Former Secretary)
Cleo Currier - TMG Secretary (Former Sub Bus Driver)
Harry Gemmell - Grounds
Amanda Herrera - Director of Student Services
Joseph Kelly - Maintenance
BayLeigh Smith - Mechanic
Carter Trail - Mechanic

*

Sturgis Public Schools Graduat e
List current as of August 3, 2022
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Extracurricular
Band Performs “Made to Order”
The 2022 Sturgis High School Marching Band will entertain
football crowds with Made to Order, a playlist of music selected
and voted on by the band students.
The band opens their show with Everybody Talks by the
American rock band Neon Tree. This song, inspired by 1960 rock
music, was released in 2011. By October 2012, Everybody Talks
became a sleeper hit, reaching No. 1 on the adult pop song list and
selling over two million digital downloads.
The second song, Hit the Road Jack, written by Percy
Mayfield and recorded by Ray Charles, was a U.S. No. 1 hit in 1961.
It was a Grammy Award winner for Best Rhythm and Blues and
became one of Ray Charles’ signature songs.
The next song, Escape (a.k.a. as The Pina Colada Song),
peaked as the No. 1 song in the U.S. in December of 1970. Featured
in the 2014 hit movie Guardians of the Galaxy, it regained popularity. Escape is now considered a pop classic.
The band closes with the Beatles hit song When I’m SixtyFour written by Paul McCartney when he was only 14 years-old. In
it a young man sings to his lover about his plan of growing old
together. When I’m Sixty-Four, features five marching band soloists
and is a perfect way to close out the 2022 Marching Show.
The Sturgis High School band is made up of 116 members.
The band operates under the direction of Jim Whitehead, with
Trisha Fontanilla and Lauren Whitehead serving as drum majors.

The Color Guard works on their marching performance.

Season Sport Passes
For your convenience, you might want to consider one of our
2022-23 athletic sports pass options: The Family Sports Pass
costs $175 and is good for general admission to all Sturgis home
athletic contests for members of one household (maximum ot two
adults and only those children living in the household). An Individual Pass for $50 is good for general admission to all home athletic events. Punch cards, good for entrance into ten home sporting contests, can be purchased for $30. Sturgis senior citizens can
obtain a free season pass by visiting the athletic office and showing
their ID.
To purchase a sports pass, visit the athletic office or print and
mail the season ticket form found at sturgisps.org. For questions
about sports passes contact the Athletic Office at 659-1535 .

George Ebert works on formation and Lauren Whitehead, codrum major, directs the band students.

Athletic Ticket Prices
Sport

Adult

Student

Varsity Football & Basketball
JV/Freshman Football and Basketball

$5
$4

$5
$3

Baseball/Soccer/Softball/Swimming
Track & Field/Volleyball/Wrestling

$4

$3

Middle School Events

$5

$2

Athletic tickets can be purchased with cash at the gate
or online at: http://www.sturgisps.org/athletics/
ticket sales online

Carie Arseneau’s art class worked with Jeff Wanamaker’s
Trojan Manufacturing class to create the “Dips on the Vine” Icecream bench.
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& Sports
Home Sports Schedule
BOYS FOOTBALL
08/25
09/09
09/23
09/30
10/07

Niles
Plainwell
Otsego
Kelloggsville (Homecoming)
Three Rivers

Home
Home
Home
Home
Home

7:00 PM
7:00 PM
7:00 PM
7:00 PM
7:00 PM

Home
Home
Home
Home
Home
Home
Home

9:00 AM
9:00 AM
4:00 PM
4:00 PM
4:00 PM
4:00 PM
4:00 PM

Home
Home
Home

5:00 PM
5:00 PM
10:00 AM

Home
Home
Home
Home
Home
Home
Home
Home
Home

6:30 PM
6:30 PM
6:30 PM
6:30 PM
6:00 PM
11:30 AM
6:30 PM
6:30 PM
6:30 PM

Home
Home
Home
Home

6:00 PM
6:00 PM
6:00 PM
6:00 PM

Home
Home
Home

6:00 PM
6:00 PM
6:00 PM

KLCC
KLCC
KLCC
KLCC

8:00 AM
4:00 PM
9:00 AM
9:00 AM

BOYS TENNIS
08/18
08/20
08/29
09/07
09/12
09/15
09/21

Senior running back Jacob Thompson is ready for football
season.

Trojan Football News

Great 8 Invitational
Sturgis Trianglular
Paw Paw
Niles
Otsego
Coldwater
Edwardsburg

BOYS & GIRLS CROSS COUNTRY
09/27
10/11
10/15

The 2022 Sturgis Football team is looking forward to an
exciting fall season. The team returns
with 19 of their 22 starters and last
season the team won the last three out of
four games. The Trojans begin their
season at home against the Vikings of
Niles on August 25th.

Sturgis Triangular
Sturgis Triangular
Kiwanis Invitational

BOYS SOCCER
08/22
08/24
08/29
09/07
09/12
09/17
09/21
09/26
10/05

Former SHS quarterback Chance
Stewart begins his third season as the
Trojans’ head coach.

Insurance for Athletes

Marshall
Pennfield
Harper Creek
Paw Paw
Three Rivers
Coldwater
Niles
Otsego
Edwardsburg

GIRLS VOLLEYBALL
08/24
09/08
09/22
10/06

All students must have medical insurance to participate in
SPS athletics. Student athletes without insurance may purchase a
student accident insurance plan at https://www.1stagency.com/
voluntaryaccidentcoverage.

Niles
Plainwell
Otsego
Three Rivers

GIRLS SWIMMING
09/08
09/27
10/11

Plainwell
Otsego
Allegan

GIRLS GOLF
08/19
08/31
09/09
09/27

Three Rivers
Sturgis Jamboree
Lady Trojan Invitational
Sturgis Invitational

New Athletic Coaches for 2022-23
Volleyball
Jennifer Liston* - 7th • Jill Sangalli-Bissett - 8th
Rachel Huff* • Alisha Nettleman - JV
Football
Patrick Haas* - Varsity Assistant • Julian Alldredge*
Boys Soccer
Jose Arias - Varsity Head Coach

Rasean O’Tey, Korin Whitcomb, and Keyanna O’Tey represented Sturgis High School at the Michigan Track and Field State
finals. Whitcomb will continue her high jump career at Michigan
State University.
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GSRP Preschool
Great Start Readiness Program (GSRP) is a low-cost or free
preschool program for income-qualified four-year-old children
who live in the Sturgis Public Schools District or reside in St.
Joseph County. GSRP features qualified teachers, bilingual support
staff, and free transportation. The full-day program is offered at
Jerolene School and Sturgis Central Commons.
Children must be four by September 1, 2022. Students
turning four between September 1, 2022 and December 1, 2022
may apply for a waiver. Over-income families may attend if there
are spots available after all qualified children are enrolled.
Apply at www.stjosephcountypreschool.org. to enroll your child.
For more information about the program, contact Rachel
Banaszak at (269) 659-1570.

Academic Summer Camp teacher Kim Hamlin and Daniela
Venegas Soto join in the fun at the Doyle Community Center.

2022-23 School Calendar
August

17
18
22

Congress/Wall/Wenzel/SHS Open House
Eastwood/SMS Open House
First Day - 1/2 day for Students

Septemb er 2-5
19

Labor Day Weekend - No School
No School for Students

October

5
10-13
17-20
21

Pupil Count Day
Secondary Parent-Teacher Conferences
Elementary Parent-Teacher Conferences
End of Marking Period

November

23-25

No School - Thanksgiving Break

December

23
26-Jan 6

Half Day - End of Semester
No School - Winter Recess

January

9
16

School Resumes
No School for Students - MLK Day

February

8
10-13

Pupil Count Day
No School - Mid-Winter Break

March

6-9
17
31

Parent-Teacher Conferences
3rd Marking Period Ends
No School - Spring Break

April

3-7

No School - Spring Break

May

29

No School - Memorial Day

June

2

Last Day for Students - Half Day
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Required State and Federal Notices
Family Rights
Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act
Parents may inspect and review educational records of
their students within 45 days of making a written request to the
building principal.
Parents may request that records be amended by the
school where there is a belief that inaccuracies exist. Such requests shall be made in writing and directed to the building principal.
The school may disclose the contents of a student’s educational records to school officials having a legitimate educational
interest without parental consent. School officials include administrators, supervisors, counselors, teachers, support staff,
school board members, or a person or company contracted by
the district to perform a special task.
The school may release directory information without parental
consent, unless the parent has filed a written objection to releases
with the principal of Sturgis High School. Directory information
about a student includes: Name, address, telephone number, date
of birth, photograph, major field of study or grade, participation in
school activities, dates of school attendance, honors and awards,
and other general information generally found in yearbooks.
Parents have a right to file a complaint with the Family
Policy Compliance Office in the U.S. Department of Ed. The
above parental rights transfer to the student when he or she
turns 18 years of age or enters a postsecondary educational
institution at any age.

Protection of Pupil Rights
Protection of Pupil Rights Amendment (PPRA) governs the
administration to students of a survey, analysis, or evaluation
that concerns one or more of the following eight protected areas:
1. Political affiliations or beliefs of the student or his/her parent;
2. Mental/psychological problems of the student or his/her family;
3. Sex behavior or attitudes;
4. Illegal, antisocial, self-incriminating, or demeaning behavior;
5. Critical appraisals of other individuals with whom respondent
has close family relationships;
6. Legally recognize privileged or analogous relationships, such
as those of lawyers, physicians, and ministers;
7. Religious practices, affiliations, or beliefs of the student or
student’s parent; or
8. Income (other than that required by law to determine eligibility for participation in a program or for
receiving financial assistance under
such program).
If such surveys are funded by the U.S.
Department of Education, prior written parent
approval must be received before the survey is
administered. Non-department funded surveys
may be conducted without written parental
Henry Smith
permission provided there is prior notification
to the parent indicating the purpose, approximate dates of administration,
and an opt out of participation option.

Middle School students having fun during field day at Sturgis
Public School’s Academic Summer Camp.

Highly Qualified Teacher
Our district receives funding from many resources, one of
which is Title I, Part A, a grant provided by the federal government. As a requirement for receiving funds under this program,
each school must meet the guidelines for “highly qualified
teachers and paraprofessionals” in each subject area using a
system approved by the Michigan Board of Education.
Parent(s), may request information on your child’s teacher(s):
• Certification for grade level and subject.
• Emergency or provisional status.·
• BA major and graduate degrees.
• Whether a paraprofessional teaches your child.
The district will notify you when your child is being taught
for four (4) consecutive weeks by teachers
NOT highly qualified.
If you would like to receive this information, please put your request in writing to
Nicole Gittinger, 107 W. West Street, Sturgis,
MI or email ngittinger@sturgisps.org. A
response to your request for information will
be provided in five business days.
Academic Summer Camp and Wenzel
School teacher Tracie Pueschel with Miah
Cates.

Educational Services
Educational Services to Homeless and
Migrant Children and Youth
Homeless students—Students who qualify as homeless by
state guidelines are eligible for immediate enrollment and educational services, with or without required entry documents.
Migrant students—Students whose families have moved
within the past 36 months to obtain temporary employment in
agriculture or fishing are eligible for regular school year and summer programs designed to provide basic instruction in the core
curriculum. Priority will be given to those who have moved during the academic year and are in jeopardy of not meeting the academic standards of the core curriculum.

Required State and Federal Notices
Nondiscrimination Policy 2022 Scholarship Dollars
In Compliance with the Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964,
Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972, Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973, the Americans with Disabilities Act of
$854,052
1990, and the Elliott-Larsen Civil Rights Act of 1977, it is the policy
of the Sturgis Public Schools District that no person shall, on the
basis of race, color, national origin, sex (including sexual orientation or transgender identity), disability, age (except as authorized
by law), religion, military status, ancestry, or genetic information
(collectively, “Protected Classes”) be excluded from participation
in, be denied the benefits of, or be subjected to discrimination
during any program, activity, service or in employment. Sturgis
Public Schools Complaint Forms can be obtained by contacting the
Superintendent’s office at (269) 659-1502.

Declaracion do no Discriminacion
En cumplimiento con el Titulo VI del Acta de Derechos Civiles
de 1964, el Titulo IX de las Enmiendas de Educación de 1972, Sección
504 de la Ley de Rehabilitación de 1973, la Ley de Estadounidense
con Discapacidades de 1990 y la Ley de Derechos Civiles de ElliotLarsen de 1977, es la política del distrito de las Escuelas Públicas De
Sturgis que ninguna persona Por motivos de raza, color, origen
nacional, sexo (incluida la orientación sexual o identidad
transgénero), discapacidad, edad (excepto según lo autorice la ley),
religión, estado militar, ascendencia o información genética
(colectivamente, "clases protegidas") sea excluida de participar en,
ser negado a los servicios de, o ser sujeto a discriminación en
cualquier programa, actividad, servicio o en el empleo. Las Formas de
Quejas de las Escuelas Públicas de Sturgis pueden ser obtenidas
llamando a la Oficina del Director General al (269) 659-1502.

Grievance Procedures
Any person believing that the Sturgis Public Schools district
or any part of the school organization has inadequately applied
the principles and/or regulations of any of the following principles have the right to file a grievance:
•
•
•
•
•

•

Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, which prohibits
discrimination on the basis of race, color, or national origin.
Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972, which
prohibits discrimination on the basis of sex.
Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, which
prohibits discrimination on the basis of disability.
Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990,
which prohibits discrimination on the basis of disability.
Elliott-Larsen Civil Rights Act of 1976 which prohibits
discrimination in Michigan on the basis of religion, race,
color, national origin, age, sex, height, weight, familial
status, or marital status in employment, housing, education, and access to public accommodations;
Age discrimination act of 1975, prohibits discrimination on
the basis of age.

For more details about grievances and/or SPS procedures,
please visit our website or contact Nicole Gittinger at (269) 6591500.

College Scholarships
$ 6 01,8 52
Scholarships From Other Sources
(service clubs, Sturgis Foundation, etc.)
$ 1 36,2 00
(Possible) Michigan Competitive Scholarship
$ 1 16,0 00
Colleges, Universities, and Technical Centers that 2022 Sturgis
High School graduates plan to attend:

Two Year Colleges
Glen Oaks Community College
Kalamazoo Valley Community College
Schoolcraft College
Southwestern Michigan College

Four Year Colleges & Universities
Aeres University (Netherlands)
Aquinas College
Central Michigan University
Columbia College Chicago (Illinois)
Dakota State University (South Dakota)
Davenport University
Ferris State University
Grand Valley State University
Indiana University South Bend (Indiana)
Kalamazoo College
Miami of Ohio University (OH)
Michigan State University
United States Military Academy West Point (New York)
University of Detroit Mercy
University of Michigan
University of Michigan - Dearborn
University of Tulsa (Oklahoma)
Valparaiso University (Indiana)
Western Michigan University
Technical & Certificate Programs
Apprenticeship - Electrical
Apprenticeship - Local 357 Union (HVAC)
Lincoln College of Technology (Indiana)
Michigan Career & Technical Institute
Union Carpenters & Millwrights Skilled Training Center
Universal Technical Institute (Florida)

2022 Construction Trades graduates (L-R) Breckin Prichard is
pursuing a career in mechanical engineering and Hayden
Goodman is pursuing a career in HVAC.

Required State and Federal Notices
Pesticide Policy
Sturgis Public Schools has adopted an Integrated Pest Management program. Inherent with this are the District’s efforts to
reduce pesticide use as much as possible. While it may occasionally be necessary to apply a pesticide, this program does not rely
on routine pesticide applications to resolve problems. We use various techniques such as habitat alteration, sanitation, mechanical
means, exclusion, etc. to prevent pests from becoming a problem.
As required by the law, you will receive advanced notice of
the non-emergency application of a pesticide (insecticide, fungicide, or herbicide), other than bait or gel formulations, which is
made to the school, the school grounds, or the school buildings.
This advance notice of a pesticide application will be given 48
hours before the application by the following two methods:
(1) Posting at the primary entrances to your child’s
school. The entrances that will be posted are the
main entrance and those that have a sidewalk that
leads directly to a parking lot.
(2) Posting in a common area located by the main office
of the school.
Please note that notification is not given for use of sanitizers,
germicides, disinfectants or anti-microbial cleaners. In certain
emergencies, such as an infestation of stinging insects, pesticides
may be applied without prior notice to prevent injury to students,
but you will be promptly notified following any such application,
via the two posting methods identified (above).
You may review the school’s Integrated Pest Management
program and records of any pesticide application upon request by
contacting Robert Taylor, Facilities Supervisor, at (269) 659-1590
or at rotaylor@sturgisps.org.
Parents or guardians of children attending the school are also
entitled to receive the advance notice of a pesticide application
(other than a bait or gel formulation), by first class United States
mail postmarked at least three days before the application, if they
so request. If you would like to be notified by mail please contact
the Transportation/Facilities office at the following number (269)
659-1590. Please give the secretary, your name, mailing address
and what school(s) your child or children attend and they will put
your name on the advance notification by US mail list.

Annual Report
The Annual Education Report (AER) is a report designed to
meet federal and state requirements. The report provides
detailed data on state administered student assessment results,
Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) results, teacher qualification
information, and the state results for the National Assessment of
Educational Progress (NAEP). There is a District Annual Report
link on the front page of the Sturgis Public Schools’ website at
www.sturgisps.org. Every building will also have an Annual
Report link on the front page of its website.
Hard copies are available at the Sturgis Central Commons.
Please contact Brian Tallmadge at (269) 659-1500.

District Information
Congress, Wall, Wenzel:

8:35 - 3:30 (1/2 day 11:55)

Eastwood:

8:50 - 3:45 (1/2 day 12:10)

Sturgis Middle School:

7:25 - 2:20 (1/2 day 10:45)

Stugis High School:

7:40 - 2:35 (1/2 day 11:00)

GSRP Preschool:

8:35 - 3:30 (1/2 day 11:55)

District Office (Main Switch Board)
Superintendent: Art Ebert
Assistant Superintendent: Nicole Gittinger
Finance Director: Ray Sterling

659-1500

High School - Grades 9-12
Principal: Nick Herblet

659-1515

Middle School - Grades 6-8
Principal: Jimmy Lamb

659-1550

Eastwood - Grades 3-5
Principal: Mike Miller

659-1560

Congress - Grades K-2
Principal: Vince LaPorte

659-1565

Wall - Grades K-2
Principal: Harmonee McCrea

659-1570

Wenzel - Grades K-2
Principal: Vince LaPorte

659-1575

GSRP Preschool
Principal: Harmonee McCrea

651-1570

Sturgis EDGE
Principal: Nick Herblet

659-5373

GED/Night Adult Education
Career Navigator: MiChelle DeVries

659-1540

Technology Department
Technology Director: Chad Bennett

659-1512

Athletic Department
Athletic Director: Andy Hatt

659-1535

Food Service
Food Service Director: Darlene Cline

659-1545

Transportation
Transportation Supervisor: Doug Camburn

659-1590

Facilities
Facilities Supervisor: Robert Taylor

659-1590

Community Pool
Community Pool Director: Ray Martin

659-1585

Augspurger Courts/Harmon Field

659-3743

www.sturgisps.org

Required State and Federal Notices
Parental Involvement Plan Asbestos Policy
Parental involvement is the participation of parents in regular, twoway, and meaningful communication involving student academic learning and other school activities, including ensuring that parents are involved in—
•

Developing and implementing appropriate strategies for helping
their child achieve the learning objectives that lead to accomplishing
desired learning outcomes.

•

Providing a mutually supportive school and home environment
which encourages learning.

•

Their child’s education and are included, as appropriate, in decisionmaking and on advisory committees to assist in the education of
their child.

1.

2.

Action Plan
The Sturgis Public Schools (SPS) District will take the following actions to involve parents in the joint development of its district/
school parent involvement plan:
•

The School will form Parent Advisory committees with representation from: parents (including representation from significant subgroups), teachers and administrators to review parent
involvement policy and how dollars will be spent.

•

The Parent Advisory committees will meet to review the parent
involvement plan and achievement strategies for improvement.

•

Each school will distribute to parents in writing the parent involvement policy in a language parents can understand.

•

Each school will convene an annual meeting at a convenient
time in which all parents of children participating in the Title I
program are invited in order to inform parents about Title I and
their right to be involved.

The SPS District will involve parents, in an organized, ongoing, flexible and timely way, in the planning, review and improvement of parent involvement plans and Title 1 programs, including planning,
review, and improvement of the school parental involvement plan.

3. The SPS District provides coordination, technical assistance, and
other support to assist Title I schools in planning and implementing
effective parent involvement activities to improve student academic
achievement and school performance.
4. The SPS District will build it’s capacity for strong parental involvement, in order to ensure effective involvement of parents and to support a partnership among the school involved, parents and the community to improve student academic achievement.

Photography Policy
.

Photos and/or video footage for the purpose of media are
taken of school children throughout the year. If you do not want
your child to appear in any of the published pieces, please advise
the principal at your child’s school.

The Local Education Agency (LEA) or Sturgis Public Schools
is required under Federal law to maintain a copy of the management plan in the administrative office and each school building.
Sturgis Public Schools must notify in writing; parents, teachers
and employee organizations at least once a year regarding the
management of the asbestos in the schools. The management
plan shall be available during school business hours for review
without cost or restrictions by the public, including teachers,
other school personnel and parents.
Periodic surveillance (inspections) of asbestos containing
materials will be completed every six months. Robert Taylor is the
designated person for the school district. If you have any
questions, please call (269) 659-1590.

Military Release Policy
Two federal laws and one Michigan law require the Sturgis
Public Schools District to provide military recruiters, upon request, the names, addresses, and telephone numbers of high
school students. A parent/guardian or 18-year-old student may
exercise the option to withhold consent for the release of this information to military recruiters by contacting Sturgis High School
at (269) 659-1515 and following a set of procedures.

How Do Parents Know?
• Download the Sturgis Public Schools App - Go to
the Google Play Store or Apple App Store and download the Sturgis Public Schools App. It allows users to
find contact information, view school and athletic
schedules, obtain local news, and receive school
closing and delay alerts.
• “Subscribe” to one or all of the school calendars
on the new website - Go to www.sturgisps.org, click
on “Calendar,” click on the “Subscribe” icon, and then
enter your email address.
• Check Facebook - Sturgis
Public Schools has
Facebook pages for each
school and an overall Sturgis
Public Schools page.
• Check Backpacks - All sorts
of important information could
be lurking in your child’s
backpack.
• Ask your child’s teacher
Matteo Nieves
how he communicates
with parents - Many teachers use “Remind” or “Class Dojo.”
• Check out the Sturgis Public Schools website www.sturgisps.org.

